THE    GREAT    TUDORS
and fools, and villains; but they are unfavourable to the
application of the plain principles of right and wrong to
everyday life." We do not know what kind of an education
Kett had or whether he had visited London before Thomas
Audcley brought him there to be tried. Albeit we may
assume, from the ready manner in which the rebels accepted
his leadership, that his duties as a landowner and his work as
a tanner were conscientiously carried out. These, together
with the unprecedented quantity of new reading then in
circulation, must have left him with very little leisure or
inclination to understand the ways of court life.
It was a period when promotion and disgrace followed as
rapidly upon one another as the night upon the day,
Shame and indignation? were aroused by the arrogance,
injustices, and luxury of the nobles, the superstition and
corruption of the Church; and there was a now and earnest
idealism, the prospect of a commonwealth in which every
man could be a self-respecting unit. The rough picture of
society, created in Kett's imagination as an outcome of his
reading and activities, could scarcely have been of a more
precise nature than this conflict. For we shall note that in
his leadership he displayed the executive ability of one who
knew well the merits and shortcomings of those who worked
under him and about him; but of the powers and subtleties
which are the resources of higher responsibilities Kett, in
spite of his being a landowner, seems to have known little or
nothing.
The Norfolk labourers and Norwich workers whom Kett
led existed in the wake of a flood of ignorance and super-
stition such as remains now in Europe only among peasants
of the Far East. When abuses of religion are being laid bare
and superstitions exposed, it follows that the private passions
of men are deeply aroused: fears, hatreds, hopes, and faiths
strive with one another in a welter of aimless confusion.
Reforms had been carried out in the Church, the onsets
upon maladministration and debauchery had been success-
ful. The abuse of penance and the fantastic worship of
images so alien to the development of national character
were fast disappearing with the approval of the central
authority. Although prophecy, witchcraft, conjury, and
divining had not lost their grip upon popular imagina-
tion, there were arising those who were willing to attack
such misuse of human frailty, and the sway of necromancy
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